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MANUFACTURES. 



No. II. 

SILK. 

The Large Silver Medal was this session presented 
to Miss PETHER,for Silk groivn in England; specimens 
of which have been placed in the Society's repository. 

The peculiarity attending the production of this silk (and 
which particularly induced the Society to distinguish it by 
their reward) is, that the worms were fed on the common 
cabbage-lettuce till the last time of changing their skiu, 
when they were put on mulberry-leaves until the time of 
spinning. A circumstance which, conjoined with the good 
quality of the silk, appears to deserve the special attention 
of those who may be contemplating the possibility of 
growing silk in England on a large scale. 

The following letter from Mr. Winkworth, one of the 
chairmen of the Committee of Manufactures, renders un- 
necessary any farther observations on the subject. 

Dear Sir, Cheapside, April 24, 1826. 

I have examined the samples of English silk entrusted 
to my care by the Society, and beg to submit the following 
observations as the result of a careful examination of them. 
Taking them together, I should say, that in colour, quality, 
and evenness, they are much superior to any I have ever 
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before seen of native growth ; and with some improvement 
in the mode of reeling, would be equal to the better sorts 
of Italian silks. As they are, I can venture to pronounce 
them quite as good as the average quality of the conti- 
nental filatures, and much superior to those of the East 
Indies. 

The sample which I have marked No. 1, bears a close 
resemblance to the silk of Fossombrone, which has the 
highest character in our market, and is now worth from 
twenty-one to twenty-two shillings per pound. Those 
marked Nos. 2, 3, and 4, are similar in quality to the pro- 
duce of Naples, Bergamo, and Milan, and may be consi- 
dered as relatively worth nineteen -^hillings, eighteen shil- 
lings, and seventeen shillings. No. 4 would be equal to' 
No. 2, but for the more defective manner in which it is 
reeled. It is not necessary to give an opinion upon No. 
5, for the candidate herself describes it as imperfect ; but 
perhaps it may be as well to observe for her future govern- 
ment, as she may not be aware of the fact, that the great- 
est objection to it, in the English market, would be the 
colour, which is too pale. This is a peculiarity which 
very much enters into the value of raw silk, repeated expe- 
riments having, I believe, demonstrated, that those silks 
which are originally full and bright in colour, retain the 
dye that is subsequently put upon them much longer than 
those which are pale. 

The defective reeling, to which I have before alluded, is 
occasioned by the thread not being sufficiently twisted in 
the process, in consequence of which, it is flat and loose, 
instead of being round and firm. I request to add, that in 
these opinions I am confirmed by three gentlemen of great 
experience as merchants and brokers, one of whom is an 
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Italian, whose attention, in his native country, was entirely 
devoted to the culture of the raw material. 

I have taken the liberty to send two skeins by a friend 
to a throwster of considerable eminence in the north, who 
will, I expect, throw them into organzine and tram. 

I am, Sir, 
A.Aikin,Esq. &c. &c. &c. 

Secretary, fyc.Sfc. Thomas Winkworth. 



